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abstract

This presentation examines the teachings concerning monomi (scouts) and kanja (spies) in the
Hojo-ryt school of military science (heigaku) through an analysis of its mid-seventeenth-
century military manuals and later commentaries. During the early modern period, numerous
schools of military learning—including Koshu-ryt, Yamaga-ryi, Naganuma-rydl, and Kenshin-
ryi—developed sophisticated bodies of military instruction, producing a large corpus of military
texts that continued to circulate until the end of the Tokugawa period. Among these traditions,
Hojo-ryl occupies an important yet understudied position.

The founder of Hojo-ryt, Hojo Ujinaga (1609-1670), was the great-grandson of H5j0
Tsunashige, one of the principal retainers of the Late H3jo clan. Serving the Tokugawa
shogunate as an ometsuke (Senior Inspector), Ujinaga also participated in the compilation of
official maps of Edo during the Kanbun era. His two major works, Heiho yitkan (preface dated
1645) and Shikan yoho (preface dated 1646), became standard textbooks of the Hojo-ryu
tradition. Heiho yiukan was reportedly presented to Shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu. These manuals
provide comprehensive instruction on military affairs, including siege warfare, battlefield
formations, weaponry, and command. They also contain sections devoted to intelligence
gathering and espionage. In Heiho yikan, Books 23 and 24 are entitled “Monomi” , while Shikan
yoho includes references to shinobi and ninja in chapters such as “Classification and Calculation
of Warriors” and “Ministers of Strategy and Tactics,” followed by sections on “Monomi,”

bl

“Methods of Employing Spies,” and the “Five Types of Spies.”

The original texts, however, generally provide only concise headings and brief explanations,
making it difficult to reconstruct the full meaning of their teachings from the manuals alone.
Consequently, numerous commentaries were produced during the eighteenth century and later.
These include Akashi Yoshihiro’s Heiho yikan denchii (1739), Matsumiya Kanzan’s Shikan yoho
jikishi-sho (1756), as well as anonymous works such as Heiho yikan chikai and Shikan yoho
kuketsu. Although many of these commentaries remain poorly studied and their authorship or
dates of composition are uncertain, they often provide detailed explanations of individual

topics. They therefore constitute indispensable sources for understanding concepts of shinobi

that are only implicit in the original manuals.



Particularly noteworthy is the ethical dimension revealed in these commentaries. Rather than
emphasizing espionage solely as a technical skill, they present intelligence gathering as a moral
duty grounded in samurai values. The ideal monomi is instructed to suppress personal ambition,
seek no individual glory, and report only accurate information for the benefit of the commander.
Likewise, the monomi musha (warrior-scout) is praised for loyalty, courage, and readiness for
self-sacrifice, exemplified in the teaching of sutekamari, which requires the scout to accept
death if necessaries in the fulfillment of duty. Such ideals demonstrate that the discourse on
espionage in Hojo-ryd military thought extended beyond practical military techniques and
became closely connected to ethical ideals that later came to be associated with bushido.

Previous scholarship, particularly the studies of Yamada Yji, has explored the teachings
concerning shinobi in early modern military literature. Nevertheless, Hojo-ryd texts—including
several unpublished materials—remain insufficiently examined. This presentation asks how
shinobi was conceptualized within Hojo-ryl military thought, how later commentaries reshaped
or expanded these teachings, and whether regional or chronological differences can be identified
among the various interpretations. By examining these questions from the perspective of
intellectual history and bushidd studies, this presentation aims to clarify the ethical ideals,
especially concepts of honor and duty, embedded in H5j6-ryl teachings on espionage. In doing
so, it contributes not only to the growing field of Ninja Studies but also to a broader
understanding of the intellectual history of military thought in early modern Japan. From the
perspective of early modern bushido studies, this presentation examines historically the
teachings on shinobi and spies in the commentaries on Heiho Yiakan and Shikan Yoho, thereby

clarifying the sense of honor reflected in these texts.



