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" Tokugawa leyasu's escape through Iga "
- The Final Chapter: A Complete Pursuit of the Escape Plan — Seen from a Ninja's Perspective —

Ko k a Ninjutsu Research Society, Kazuyuki Tani

For many years, numerous studies have been conducted on Tokugawa leyasu's escape through Iga,
and the escape route has been debated based on the historical materials that serve as its basis.
However, the full picture remains shrouded in various theories and has not been fully deciphered by

historians.

This is likely due to the fact that it was an escape drama, and the difficulty in unearthing primary
sources given the political situation at the time and afterward. Furthermore, discussions have been
conducted theoretically based on information that deviates from necessity, such as local legends,
documents created during the Edo period several decades later, and family histories, without on-site

verification of the escape route, resulting in infodemic and conflicting information.

This time, we will examine the contents of the "letada Diary," considered the most reliable record
(the escape operation beginning on June 2, 1582, the day of the Honnoji Incident, and concluding
with the group's return to Mikawa on June 4), and explain how the success of this operation led to a

series of military strategies that resulted in victory in subsequent territorial disputes.

The main topics covered will be:

@) The full scope of the escape route taken by Shogun leyasu (the "Divine Lord") across Iga.
leyasu over Iga

@) The strategy employed by leyasu to successfully return to Mikawa by June 4.

©) The application of Sun Tzu’s *The Art of War*—specifically the principle of selecting the
most purposeful means and paths—to the plan for escaping the Kinai region.

® The full details of the escape route opened up by the Muromachi Shogunate’s *hokosha*
(direct retainers) and ninjas.

® The background behind why leyasu’s party managed to traverse the treacherous terrain of
the Yamashiro region, starting from Shijonawate.

® The truth regarding the death of Anayama Baisetsu.

@ The reasons why leyasu’s party did not march to subdue Akechi Mitsuhide.

roup able to return to Mikawa on June 4.

This paper presents a new theory addressing these difficult questions, based on supporting
documents, thorough fieldwork, new insights, information gathered through the cooperation of local
community development councils, residents across five prefectures, and various research

institutions.



Furthermore, it will discuss the subsequent activities of the samurai, merchants, and Ko k a/lga
ninjas who assisted Tokugawa leyasu in his escape through Iga, aiming to conclude the debate on

the Shogun's journey through Iga.

In addition, this presentation will prove that the existence of ninjas was crucial to Tokugawa
leyasu's rise to power, and will explain, using the roots of the Fukuchi family of Iga, who assisted the
Shogun in his escape through Iga, that ninjas, skilled in espionage, were still recruited even during
times of peace.it will demonstrate the crucial role of ninjas in Tokugawa leyasu's rise to power,
explaining, using the example of the Iga Taira clan who assisted in the Shogun's escape through Iga,

how ninjas, skilled in espionage, were still employed even during times of peace.



