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Tottori Castle and Ninja（Rin） 
 
This report aims to position the Oshinobi (御忍) within the Tottori Domain, specifically in 
relation to Tottori Castle, and to analyze their distinctive characteristics within the domain's 
institutional framework. 
 
The duties of the Oshinobi can be categorized into seven categories: 
１.Fire Prevention (⽕の⽤⼼) 
２.Night Watch (不寝番) 
３.Accompanying the lord to the hot-spring health resort (御⼊湯御供) 
４.Contribution in Edo (江⼾勤め) 
５.Patrols in the Inaba and Hoki provinces (因伯⼆国の在廻り) 
６.Confidential domestic affairs (御内御⽤) 
７.Information gathering (情報探索) 
Among these classifications, historical records specifically indicate that Fire Prevention and 
Night Watch had a direct and significant relationship with Tottori Castle. 
 
1. Fire Prevention(⽕の⽤⼼) 
There are documented instances where the Oshinobi's prompt actions during fires were 
recognized. For example, in 1711 and 1712, when large-scale fires erupted in the Tottori castle 
town, the Oshinobi intensified their day and night patrols and were rewarded with a 
Kamishimo(上下) and 200 hiki of gold. Furthermore, in 1746, an Oshinobi swiftly responded 
to a fire that occurred within Tottori Castle itself, earning commendation from the domain 
lord. 
 
2. Night Watch (不寝番) 
The Oshinobi performed night watch duties within Tottori Castle, with two individuals on 
duty daily. In 1859, a small fire broke out in the Nando-bozu (納⼾坊主) guard post on the 
second floor. The Oshinobi on duty discovered the fire and promptly extinguished it. However, 
they were subjected to confinement for failing to report the incident and due to the sensitive 
nature of the location. Additionally, in 1846, during the reconstruction of the Ninomaru 
Palace, six Oshinobi temporarily performed the night watch for a certain period. 
 
Unique Characteristics Highlighted by Tottori Castle-Related Events 
In 1749, the Shogunate dispatched the Okunimetsuke (御国⽬付) to conduct an inspection of 
Tottori Castle and a review of the Inaba and Hoki provinces. During this inspection, eight 
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Oshinobi were summoned to an inn for questioning. It is intention that the Shogunate's was 
to gather information that the Oshinobi had gathered through their daily activities, which 
encompassed fire prevention, night watch, provincial patrols, confidential domestic affairs, 
and intelligence gathering (duties 1, 2, 5, 6, and 7). 
 
Oshinobi Residences in Tottori Castle Town 
The location of the Oshinobi's residences within Tottori Castle town also provides insight into 
their distinctive characteristics. For instance, the "Tottori Castle Town Map(「⿃取城下之
図」)," created prior to 1650, shows their residences primarily divided into two distinct areas. 
In one area, although precise details are unclear, it appears that the residences of Kunsoku(君
側) were situated along the same street as the Oshinobi's residences. In the other area, it 
appears that the Oshinobi shared residences with the Teppo Ashigaru (鉄砲⾜軽). 
 
Oshinobi as "Kagyoke" 
Within the domain's administrative system, the Oshinobi were categorized under the 
framework of "Kagyoke ( 家 業 家 )." This category encompassed families specializing in 
particular hereditary professions. Besides the Oshinobi, this included Confucian scholars (御
儒者), physicians (御医師), chefs (御料理⼈), actors (御役者), and proficient swimmers (⽔
練家). It's noteworthy that Yamaga Sokō's military treatise, "Bukyō Zensho Kai (武教全書解)," 
written in 1656, lists individuals who resemble the "Kagyoke" found in the Tottori Domain. 
This suggests how the Oshinobi were positioned militarily. 
 
Conclusion:Despite their lower status, the Oshinobi carried out their duties to prepare for 
unforeseen contingencies both within and outside Tottori Castle. It's now clear that the 
Oshinobi had a unique way of serving, acting in a position close to the lord's direct command 
for the defense of Tottori Castle, especially through their fire response and night watch duties. 
 


